4                            HOW IVO TAILLEBOIS
if every rascal nets my waters, because his father did so before him 1 Take your hand off my bridle, or, par le splendeur Dex " (Ivo thought it fine to use King William's favourite oath), I "will hew it off."
The priest looked at him, with something of honest fierceness in his eyes j and dropping the bridle, muttered to himself in Latin : " The blood-thirsty and deceitful man shall not live out half Ms days. Nevertheless my trust shall be in Thee, 0 Lord."
"What art muttering, beast? Go home to thy wife" (wife was by no means the word which Ivo used), " and make the most of her, before I rout out thee and thy fellow canons, and put in good monks from Normandy in the place of your drunken English swine. Hang him!" shouted he, as the bystanders fell on their knees before the tyrant, crouching in terror, every woman for her husband, every man for wife and daughter. " And hearken, you fen-frogs all. Whoso touches pike or eel, swimming or wading fowl, within these meres of mine without my leave, I will hang him as I hanged this man; as I hanged four brothers in a row on Wrokesham bridge but last week."
"Go to Wrokesham bridge, and see," shouted a shrill cracked voice from behind the crowd.
All looked round; and more than one of Ivo's men set up a yell, the hangman loudest of all.
" That's he, the heron again ! Catch him ! Stop him! Shoot him!"
But that was not so easy.    As Ivo pushed his horse